Thank you for joining us in preparing, serving, and celebrating Room in the Inn
2015. This year’s event pulled together 8 different Churches, 54 donors, 85
welcome gift bag shoppers, 100 guests, and more than 200 unique volunteers. I
was encouraged this Christmas season to follow the example of Mary as she said
yes to bearing & raising Jesus. In saying yes to more guests we were trusting God
for His provision of more resources and partnership. Our small yes was answered
by a big YES from God, friends, donors and volunteers. It was our goal to welcome
each guest as we would Jesus himself. In several instances I believe our
volunteers felt they were the ones receiving a blessing through the interactions
they had with guests, and other volunteers.
The 100 guests we welcomed this year each have a unique story and
can be better understood in the context of one of three life
experiences:
• The first group (about 35 people) most closely identify with
what we would call generational poverty and chronic
homelessness. They are experiencing scarcity in their ability
to find a safe place to sleep, regular meals to eat, and
relationships to find belonging. Many of these neighbors
have pets for companionship, acceptance, and security.
Aldersgate Camp and their Director Eric Muller make a
once-a-year exception to pets to make the stay possible for
them and their animals. This is particularly wonderful,
considering the significant amount of stress involved if
people are asked to be away from their pet (companion).
• The second group (around 30 people) most closely identify
with what we understand to be situational poverty. They
include couples and families living in their cars and motor
homes. They have experienced a crisis in the past year,
which has disrupted their housing, and left them with the
possession of tenuous shelter and transportation. These
neighbors move from parking lot to parking lot looking for
safety, resources, and opportunities.
• The third group (about 35 people) have moved into housing since we started working with them six years ago. These
neighbors have stabilized their housing through assistance programs or jobs. They still join us for the retreat to meet
their needs of belonging and acceptance in a family. Most of these guests would now fit the category of working class
poverty.
Beautiful is the first word that comes to mind when reflecting
on our volunteers and donors this year. In both cases, we had
about 50% returning from previous years and 50% were
brand new supporters. My heart is always warmed by folks
who bring their family to share in the efforts to welcome,
serve, and listen to the stories of our guests. I always give our
guests the opportunity to write thank you cards to those who
made the retreat possible. However, this year the group also
signed a picture for Mark and Cathy Walker to thank them for
seven years of unpaid volunteer service and pastoring. Mark
and Cathy consistently said yes to God’s call on a daily basis.
They were eager to serve and willing to lead. They showed a
radical and rarely seen type of love. They not only shared the
gospel of Jesus but their lives and family as well. They
extended family to people from every walk of life. Mark
exhibited the type of humility that consistently drew people to
openness and vulnerability. Cathy showed off the forgiveness
and acceptance that can only be found in relationship with
God's Spirit. When I wanted to tell anyone about the move of God in Salem I found myself talking about the people Mark and
Cathy had loved into health, healing, and wholeness. Now, they find themselves turning the page on this chapter of their lives.
They will still be discipling those who have become the Church @ the Park family. We are praying for the next couple who will
follow in their footsteps with a call to shepherd friends experiencing poverty and homelessness.

As those who have attended know: Room in the Inn is a family affair for us – this year Gabi’s parents joined my family to help
set up, decorate, serve in the kitchen, provide conversation space, and clean up. It is a wonderful time for our family of serving
& loving together! My sister Kelly took time to write down some of her thoughts and observations from this year:
I have been thinking about the process of change taking place in me as I seek to love and serve the guests at Room in the
Inn. When I was younger the idea of serving the homeless was a Soup Kitchen set-up: a handout of food & socks, and
receipt of a pat on the back for serving. I know this was a good start but not the best format for extending love and
relationship.
My first experiences at Church @the Park started to chip away at misunderstandings. Then every year I participate at
Room in The Inn my heart and mind go through another level of process and change of what it means to serve and love
others.
Even this year felt very protective of my niece, Clara – not sure if I should be out and about holding her. But as I
embraced Clara’s awe of people watching, I began to see the pure joy and awe of the faces that caught her innocence,
beauty, and smile. She was a pure gift and many were so respectful of and delicate with her. They just wanted the
blessing of her smile and non-judgmental embrace, an example of Jesus precious love wrapped in a manger.
For the fifth time we have experienced the difference providing a retreat experience like Room in the Inn can make. My
favorite conversation this year was with a man named Robert. He said "I hope you know what a difference this makes. And I am
not talking just about the gifts and the food. It is the people I meet here who make such a difference in reminding me of who I can
be." We believe Room in the Inn is a tangible expression of acceptance and hope that people experiencing poverty need all
year long. Church@thePark currently helps provide two opportunities to listen, share, pray, and start relationships through
a shared meal each week. Our meal on Thursdays take place in Cascade Gateway Park at 5:30pm and our breakfast takes place
on the edge of the park at 2410 Turner Rd SE in the Oregon Jaycees Building on Sundays at 9:00am. We will take any extra
funds from the abundance we received at Christmas and put it toward our Men’s and Women’s Retreats in March and May.
I leave you with a few of the Thank You Notes from our guests:
“I can’t believe you would do all of this for us.” --Estella
“Best Christmas ever.” --Raymond
“I feel a peace here like I haven’t felt in years.” --Rita
“These people have become our family. We wouldn’t want to miss this.” --Dwight & Val
“Being here has made me feel human again.” --Steve
“Having people care about me for real makes me have hope again.” --Toni
“Being part of this helps me see I can help others too.” --Dave
“Thank you so much! I’m 60 years old and I feel like a kid again!” --John
“Thanks for having us again. We look forward to this each year.” --Nancy & Mike

We are so grateful for your support &
participation,
DJ & Gabi Vincent

